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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-5 (Canceled) 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended) A shaft seal mechanism forming a leaf seal in an annular space 
between a rotor and a stator, comprising: 

a plurality of thin plates lapped on one another in layers in a circumferential direction of the 
rotor and arranged in the annular space between the rotor and the stator so as to form a thin plate 
assembly of an annular shape; and 

a pair of flexible thin plate retaining rings between which an outer circumferential proximal 
end side of each of said thin plates is pinched so as to be retained by said retaining rings; 

wherein said outer circumferential proximal end side of each of said thin plates is supported 
on a stator side and an inner circumferential distal end side of each of said thin plates is non-fixed 
to an outer circumferential surface of said rotor so that said thin plate assembly of annular shape 
divides the annular space into a higher pressure side area and a lower pressure side area; . 

further comprising a deviation preventing member arranged between said outer 
circumferential proximal end side of said thin plates and said thin plate retaining rings so as to 
regulate motion of each of said thin plates relative to said thin plate retaining rings: and 

wherein said pair of thin plate retaining rings each have an approximate C-shape as seen in 
a cross-section taken along an axis of rotation and together form concave portionsjii which said 
outer circumferential proximal end side of each of said thin plates and said deviation preventing 
member are fitted so that said thin plate assembly is pressed on its outer circumferential side. 

Claim 7 (Canceled) 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) The shaft seal mechanism of claim-?^ wherein: 

said thin plate assembly has a side edg e, in an axial directi o n of tine rotor, formed with an 
annular fr recess: 
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a side p late has a side surface formed with a stepped portion engaged e ngageablc with said 

recess; 

said side p late akut^ is a r ranged to abut said thin plate assembly in the axial direction of said 
roto r so thatrsaid stepped p o rtion corre s ponds to said r ecess ; and 

said thin plate assembly is pinched together with said side p late between said pair of flexible 
thin plate retaining rings. 

Claim 9 (Canceled) 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended) A shaft seal mechanis m f o rming a leaf seal between a r otor and 
a stator, comprising: according to claim 6, 

a plurali t y of thin plates lapp e d on one anodicr in layers in a circumferential di r ection of die 

rotor and arranged in an annula r space be t ween the rotor and (lie stat o i so as to fern a thin plate 
assembly o f an annula r shape; 

— wherein said outer circumfcrcnt ia l -pr oxunal end side of each of said thin plates is supporte d 
on a stator si d e and an inne r ch - cumfcrcn tial distal end side of each o f s ai d thin plates is non-fix e d 
to an outer circumferential - surface of said rotor so that said thin plate assembly of - annular shape 
divides the annular space into a higher pressure side ar e a and a l o wn 1 pressure side area; and 

wherein mutually adjacent ones of said outer circumferential proximal end sides of said thin 
plates of said thin plate assembly are welded to each other so as to be fixed to each other and said 
thin plate assembly of said thin plates so welded is bent along a circumferential plane of said annular 
space- 
Claim 11 (Currently Amended) A shaft seal mechanism form i ng a leaf seal in an annular space 
betw e en a ro t o r and a stator, eomprising: _ according to claim 6» wherein: 

a plurality of thin platca, e ach of said thin plates has h aving a length with said a rrouter 
circumferential proximal end side at one end and said a trinner circumferential distal end side at an 
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opposite end, a width extending in an axial direction of said rotor, and a thickness, wherein each of 
said thin plates is wider than it is thick at said inner circumferential distal end side; 

wherein said plurality of thin plates are lapped in fliearcircumferential direction of the rotor 
to form saidarthin plate assembly so that i n whicl rsaid thin plates overlap each other in their 
thickness direction.t-and 

apair of fl e xible thin plartxrrctaining rings between which said outer ekcumfei'etttial pr o ximal 

end side of each of said thin plates is h e ld - s cret s to be retained by said r e taining ling g ; 

whe r ein said o uter ckcumfcrcnt t al pr oximal e nd sid e o f each o f sai d th i n plates is support e d 

on a stator sid e and said nmercircumfcrcntial distal end side of each of sa khfein -p latcs is non-fixed 
to an outer circumfcicntial snrfacc of said roto r so that said thin plato - asscmbly of annular shap e 
divides the annular s p ace int o a higher pressure side area and a l o wer pressure s i de area. 

Claim 12 (Previously Presented) The shaft seal mechanism of claim 6, wherein each of said thin 
plates has a length, width and thickness, wherein each said width extends in an axial direction of the 
rotor, and each said thickness extends in a direction in which said thin plates are lapped, said width 
being greater than said thickness. 

Claim 13 (N ew) The shaft seal mechanism of claim 6, wherein said deviation preventing member 
is elastically deformable to generate an activating force. 

Claim 14 (New) The shaft seal mechanism of claim 6, wherein said deviation preventing member 
comprises a spring urging said thin plates relative to said thin plate retaining rings such that rattling 
movement of said thin plates relative to said thin plate retaining rings is prevented. 

Claim 15 (New) The shaft seal mechanism of claim 6, wherein said deviation preventing member 
comprises a spring urging said thin plates relative to said thin plate retaining rings such that rattling 
movement of said thin plates relative to said thin plate retaining rings is prevented. 
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